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A DIALOGUE. 


4 
| IT am reſolv'd my Fate to try, 


| The tedious Taſk to undertake, 
Both for my own and Country's Sake: 


As Brav'ry Glory ſtill purſues, 5 


So Fame's the Object of my Muſe, 


B. Forbear awhile, take my Advice, 
The Point is critical and nice; 
Maturely weigh your raſh Intent, 
Elſe ſoon or late you may repent ; 10 
Calmly reflect, nor tempt your Fate, 
Nor draw on you a Courtier's Hate; 


I'S all in vain—I wont comply, 


Conſider 


r 


| ER 
Conſider well ere you begin, 
The Riſk and Danger you are in; 

Nor with a raſh and headſtrong View, 17 
Expoſe yourſelf to pleaſe a few. 


| A. Your Rhet'rick loſes its Effect, 7 week ; 
Your grave Advice meets with Neglect; 
* For long e're you the Secret knew, 
E I had the Subject in my View; 20 
f | And was reſolv'd, coſt what it wou'd, 
g To do it for my Country's Good; 
= | To write a Satire on the Crimes, 
18 Which reign in theſe corrupted Times ; 
| And with impartial Truth expoſe, 25 
| Our St—m—n as our greateſt F des. 


I 


That diſaffected People raiſe, 

Or diſappointed Courtiers ſpread, 
| Whoſe Pow'r is ſunk, and Credit dead 30 
| The mean Revenge of humbled Pride, 
Is, its Oppoſers to deride; 
And Slander with envenom'd Spite, 
Becauſe they ſtopp d Ambition's Flight: 
Let 


| 

| B. 'Tis mere Detraction, Slander baſe, 
| 
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Let not falſe Object cheat your Senſe, 35 
Nor mingle Vice with Innocence ; 7 1 
Be cautious then, how you proceed, RM 3 
And future Conſequences dread. | bs 


A. What! ſhall I, thro” miſtaken Fear, 
Of what may happen hence, forbear 40 
To note the Blunders of the St— _ 
And baſe Corruptions of the Great; 
Shew how our Country is betray'd, 
By thoſe who ſhould fly to its Aid; 
"Expoſe thoſe dark defigning K——s, 45 
Thoſe pow'rful, mercenary S——s8, 
Who, in Deſpite of antient Laws, 
Abandon our poor Country's Cauſe ; 


By Av'rice and Ambition ſway'd, 
They break the ſolemn Oaths they 
made; 50 


Turn faithful B——ns out of Doors, 
And ſell the Land for Louis-d'Ors ! Y 
No, no, this is a copious Field, | = 
And doth an ample Subject yield, 
To treat upon, and ſo in Spite 18 
Of blund ring St m— I will write, | 
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There's Party Rage, in that great Zeal” 


| 10 ] 


You mention for the publick Weal ; 
Your Paſſion gves to ſuch a Height, 
Your Arguments loſe half their Weight ; 


60 
You ſeem not to have thought upon 
The ſtated Proceſs, Pro and Con ; 
But by a falſe Appearance led, 
You took for granted what Men aid ; 
Believ'd the fooliſh idle Stories, 65 


" Invented by malignant Tories, 


To ſlander our Ad —n, 

And raiſe Diſſention in the Nation; 
For all their Aim, and fix'd Intent, 
Is to abuſe our Government; 

Raiſe Feuds and Animoſities, . 
And *midſt Confuſion hope to riſe : 
But all their Schemes will prove in vain, 
If our wiſe M - y remain, 

In one Accord, to humble ſtraight, 75 


Thoſe Enemies of K— and St—; 
| Keep ſuch Diſſenters out of Place, 


And brand their Faction with Diſgrace ; 


| Employ 


1111 | 
Employ all Means their Hopes to blaſt, 
And make them truckle to at laſt, - 80 


A. So far from Party Rage inclin'd, 
I ſpoke the Dictates of my Mind, 
I ſpoke what ev'sy Man may ſee, 
Who weighs the Caſe impartially : 
A Chain of Facts too plain and clear, 8 5 
I eafily can make appear, Ree 
Wherein our dull Ad n, 
Seeks not the Welfare of the Nation; 
But with unheard of Perfidy, © 
They ſell us to our Enemy : 90 
Thus Treachery and Av'rice meet, 
In ſhallow Guardians of the State; 
While we look tamely on, and ſee 


The curs'd Effect of B- 1 boahy 


O better Genius of this Iſle ! 95 
Shall we no more behold thy Smile ? 
That with an influencing Ray, 
Could Joy unto us all diſplay : 
Could raiſe our Spirits, drown our Cares, 
And teach the Conduct of Affairs; 100 


B 2 : Inſpire 


[12]. 
' Inſpire our St—m—n with Diſdain 
Of pride, Corruption, Fraud, and Gain, 
And make them ſtudy Means and Ways, 
The Glory of this Land to raiſe: 
O whither ha'ſt thou from us fled! 105 
Where has the wand'ring Exile Aray'd 
Where ha'ſt thou hid that heav' nly Form, 
That cou'd avert the threat ning Storm | 
That could relieve us from the Brink, | 
Of deep Deſpair wherein we fink! 110 
Could render uſeleſs, void, and vain; 
The horrid Plots of perjur'd Men; 
Who labour firmly to deſtroy, _ 
Our fundamental Liberty. 


wn * 


B. Truce with enthuſiaſtick Speech 11g 

And Invocation, I beſeech, | 

Be not. ſo partial, nor. expreſs . 
if. | Your Thoughts in ſuch a Pagan, Dreſs. 
=O Pu, Our M——y have Faults I. on, 

+. = where's the op that has got none ? 

4 5 130 
Fee Pack Man * breathes the vital Air, 
Of guilty Actions has his Share: 
= -. —_ 7 Conſider 


*-"*Godfider well; what Toft and Weight, 


Mark well what ſtudied Application, 12 5 


[xg] 


It is to rule a pow'rful State; 


— What ready Wit, what Penetration, 
What powerful Genius it muſt crave, 


With equal Spirit to behave : 
You thould with Candour judge always, 


Nor on A Proof condemn or praiſe ; 


«. =Jools a0 
Do not on « Hersh 3 your Truſt, 
Nor level Satyr at the Juſt; . 


15 _ | Excuſe the Failings of Mankind, 


C * 


Nor be to ſhining Merit blind. 


A. 1 grant your Obſervation's true, 135 


But can't give Praiſe where none is due: 


ell me dne worthy Action done, 


Since we this Pyrate War begun; 
Wherein conſiſt thoſe noble Deeds, 
That filled —_ n 1 Heads ? 
| . 140 
Whereon esd thoſe Schemes of State, 
Thoſe mighty Gaſconnades of late? . 


Thoſe 


[14] 
Thoſe Projects form'd, thoſe Treaties 
made, * 
5 To guard our foreign States and Trade ? 
What Meaſures have been duly taken? 
145 


© 
B. Oh Sir l you're mightily miſtaken ; 
The wiſeſt Methods have been try'd, 
By thoſe who in the State preſide; 
With what a vig'rous Reſolution, 
Have they put Things in Execution | 
| | 150 
With how much Condu& and Diſpatch, 
Did they our Neighbour's Motions watch |! 


Ho ſoon againſt them ſent a Fleet, 
Whom had they met, they would have beat! 
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Our Treaty with the Prufion King, 
Is, in itſelf, a noble Thing : 
A A fine Example of the Zeal, - 
That in our St-——m—n doth prevail; 


* — * P 
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It 


1151 
It ſhews the due Regard they have, 
Our — 8 E— te to ſave: 160 
This Treaty makes H mock,, 
The French and their intended Yoke ;. 
For as they were ſome Time afraid, 
Leſt an Invaſion ſhould be made; 
So now their Spirits they regain, 165 
Becauſe all French Attempts: are vain z 
For Prufſia's King has guaranteed it, 
As 'twixt the Courts they have agreed it : 
Hr ſafe, they turn'd their Care, 
And for our Safety did prepare; 170 
They Treaties made with diſtant Pow'rs, 


For Troops to guard this Land of ours ; 
To put our Frontiers in Condition, 
To brave a threaten'd French Invaſion ; 
To guard our Coaſts, ſecure our Ports, 
175 
And reinforce our Towns and Forts : 
Who can with Juſtice then deſpiſe, 
Thoſe Means fo prudent, Steps ſo wiſe ? 


Or who with Conſcience ſafe can blame, 


And blaſt our worthy St—m—n's Fame? 
180 
Or 


(26 ] 
Or in a' ſpiteful Manner ſay; 
That M do us betray? 


Is it a Crime in Time of Need, 

To treat for neceſſary Aid? 

Or from Deſtruction help to ſave 185 
A Nation, ancient, wiſe, and brave ? 
Our St—m—n's Projects wiſe and good, 
Not by the Vulgar underſtood ; 

Are in their ſhallow Penetration, 
Deep Flats, deſtructive to · the Nation. 
190 


* The wesbeſt Slander. once abn. 
Does thro the Land as Lightning run; 
Each fond Retailer of the News, 
Adds ſomething of his own Abuſe ; * 
The dire Infection ſpreads fo wide, 195 
And in its Courſe ſo magnify'd;, © 


That from a Set of filly Lies, 


It ſwells to an enormous Size. 
It has been always Virtue's Fate, 
To Gd mn _ "ou and Hate, 


200 


4 A. Your 


=, 


A. Your PO k wy with Patience k heard, 
To which J pay a due Regard; 

The Arguments therein contain d, 

Are good, ig duly aſcertain'd : 

They may appear of Weight to you, 209 
I take them in a diffrent View,, - 
And find our Legiſlature makes, 8 
Egregious Blunders and Miſtakes; 

And that the Bird of Dullnefs rules, 

The Brains of MI F--ls, 220 


Gere E * "I ae 


3 Was it a well invented Scheme, 

Our feeble M——y did frame, 

To ſend à far inferior Fleet, 

That of our Enemy to — beat? 

For is it not paſt Diſpute true, 215 

Their Squadron was as three to two ? | 
Was it not more a Turn of Fate, 
Than wiſe Precautions of the Ste, 

That brave B—— 'ſcap'd the Chance, 

of being Prifoner in France? 200 
Or (by blind Fortune led) to meet, 
And take two of their ſcattered Fleet ? 


C Could 


[ 28 ] 


Could our wiſe Mrs foreſee, 
What the Event of this would be? +. 
Could they by magick Art foretell, 225 
What to Macnamara befell ? j . . 
Did they the Stars conſult, and find, 
The Gout would make him ſtay. behind? 
No, no, theit wiſe divining Light, 
Was not ſo knowing, nor ſo bright 230 
They ſoon began to recollect, 
And on their Overſight a 
For they thro Fear of the Event, 
With Expedition H — ze ſent; 
To reinforce B 8 Fleet, | 235 
And join him e're it was too late: Fe 
But mark the blind untoward Zeal, 
Of thoſe who rule the pͤͤblick Weal! 
The Blunders and Infatuatior, ' © * 
Of flound'ring F—— IS ho pride the. 
nation; 10 0 240. 
Did they not riſk another Fleet, 
{On Grounds uncertain) to be beat? 
But Chance had otherwiſe decreed, 
And ſtood our Roda in- "FUR of 1 


* 5 


\ 


— 


( 19 ] 
For 'tis as certain'as the Light 245 
| Diſpels the gloomy Shades' of Night, 
| © That Chance alone, could Things convey, 
In ſuch an odd uncommon Way: 
For tho Succeſs it did attend, 
This Expgdition | in the End, 250 
It was on weak Foundations laid, 
And Blunders upon Blunders made. 


Let flatt ting Sycophants relate, 

The w/e Proceeding of our St—e; 

Let mercenary Pamphleteers 255 
Attempt to juſtify our P——s ! 

And for a filly paultry Bribe, 

Their worthy noble Deeds deſcribe ; 
And then in Language baſe and mean, 
'Gainſt worthy Patriots vent their Spleen ; 

| g 260 

Revile thoſe uncorrupted few, 
- Who to their Country's" Cauſe are true; 
Who with unwearied Patience ſtrive, 
To chace the Drones, and fave the Hive; ; 
Who with a juſt Diſdain defy, 265 


Corruption, Fraud, and B; 
7 C 2 


Such 


[0] 
Such Writings of a Grub- ſtreet Pen, 
Will be deſpis d by honeſt Men. 

How many Taxes have been rais'd | 

How is the Nation's Debt encreas'd ! 270 
What Sums immenſe are yearly ſent, 

T' enrich the G— C——! 

To which our St——m—h condeſcend, 
And help to ruin this poor Land: 
Who can invent a good Excuſe, 275 
To juſtify this ſtrange Abuſe? 

Or who with Juſtice can pretend, 

Our Legiſlators to defend ? 

May ev'ry Diſappointment wait, 

On theſe Betrayers of the Stel 280 
May Juſtice and Remorſe purſue, - 

The baſe, corrupted, treacherous.crew | 


How were we fam'd in ancient Times ! 
How great our Virtues, few our Crimes 
But now, how fallen ! how decay'd ! 285 
How vile ! and how contemptuous made ! 
O Britain ! once the Bane of thoſe, 
Our proud, aſpiring haughty Foes ! 
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[ 21 1 8 
How is thy patience exercis'd | | 
How 1s thy Valour now deſpisd! 290 
How has a Faction thrown aſide, 
Thy ſhining Merit! — noble Pride, 
That warms each Britiſb Heart with 
Zeal, 
of fighting for the — Weal! 
How baſe th' Affront! how great the 
Shame 295 
And how deſtructive to your Fame ! 
Deny'd the Honour to defend, 
From French Attacks your native Land ! 
Scorn'd by that factious headſtrong Will, 
That hinder'd the Militia Bill!  3oo 
That uſeful Project, glorious Scheme, 
Which worthy honeſt Men did frame : 


A Scheme, which had it gain d th Aſſent, 


Of th' upper Houſe of Parliament ; 
Would have created gen'ral Jay, 305 
To thoſe who love our Liberty; 

It wou'd have train'd our Men to Arms, 
And been a Guard gainſt all Alarms. 

Can mercenary Troops defend, 


So well as Natives of the Land? 310 


Can 


j1 


[ 22 ] 


Can Foreigners adopt our Cauſe, 


_ Fight for our Liberty and Laws, 


With. that unfeigned hearty Zeal, 
That in our Natives muſt prevail? 
Are H -n Troops more brave? 31; 
Can Heſſians with more Skill behave ? 
Or dare they with more Courage ſtand, 
Than true born Natives of the Land ? 
What Nation in the World, can tell 
They us, in Art of War excell ? 32 
What Kingdom can with Juſtice ſay, 


They have in Genius won the Day ? 


In Honour, brav'ry in the Field, 
And Virtue, we to none will yield ; 
In Vice, Corruption, and Deceit, 32 


Our St-—=m—n all the World will beat; 


A melancholy Caſe I own, 
But 'tis a Fact that's too well known. 


O Prejudice | fell Enemy 


To Innocence and Equity |! 4; 
How ha'ſt thou ſpread thy venom'd lies, 
To ſully Fame, and Senſe deſpiſe ! 

To treat our St—m—n with Diſdain, 
And ſtigmatize them worſt of Men! 


at; 


of satire, Ridicule, and Jeſt?! 


1 23] 


To turn each Project that they make, | 336 


Into a Blunder or Miſtake! > | 
Raſh are thy Judgments ! Proofs tos 
light, 351 


| To: blaſt thoſe Vines air and bright, 


That. Merit, Skill, and nn 
Which ſhine i in our Ad———n,' 340 
O Thou 1. mighty, Great. 


And pow 'rful Guardian of our 3 
Fam d for thy Honour, Wit, and Senſe, 


Thy Courage, Zeal, and Diligence! 
Born with each Virtue to command, 345 


And guide us with a Hillſul Hand ! 


Thou, who employeſt all thy Cares, 


To ſteer the Helm of our Affairs; 
And taiſe the Glory of our Cr—n, 


With Honour, Fuſtice, and Renown ! 350 
Thou Patron of each nob/e Deed, 


Whom good Men leve, whom Villaine 


_ dread ! 


Thou Help of Objefts i in Diſtreſs, 


As J—ws (if grateful) muſt confeſs! 
How have thy Virtues borne the Teſt, 
| 10 24833 


[24] 
How are thy Acriont miſeonſtfuid 
By Criticks, ſpiteful, baſe, and rude! 
Leet them exclaim, tis all in vain, 


Thy Merit will keep free from Stain, 360 
Juſtice, in Time, will Truth proclaitn, 


And future Ages fund thy fame ! 

And thou, O —— ! Tu ——— f 

Who can ſufficiently expreſs, _ oy 

The Management, the ſtudy'd Care, 363 

That! in your Actions do appear? , 

Who can commend 1 in lofty Strains, 
Your Patience, and unweary d Pains: 

To form new Projects, to ſupport 

The Dignity of and C——t? 370 

They muſt be Fools, who dare _— 
Such Politicians, learn'd and n * 

Rail on ye diſaffected Band, 

Their Fame gainſt all Attacks will and: 

An envious Cloud with gloomy Pace, 375 
May hide the Sun's reſplendent Face, 
May intercept th enliv ning Ray, 
And for a while obſcure the Day; J 
But foon the fleeting Shade declines, 


And he with greater f. * ſhines. 380 
Since 


wt «+ 


69 


{25] 


Vince yon intend with eager N i 


To. critierz criticize,. and Libels write; 
Since Senſe and Virtue plead i mn vain; 


„ Write an, nor. ſtop. yaur ready Vein; 
Your Grievances in Verſe relate, 385 


And ſatyrize both Church and St 3 


Their fancy'd Crimes with Art expoſe, 


And all their Schemes with Heat oppoſe 
"Twill be your Fate to ſtand condemn'd, 
And by wiſe judging Men contema'd.. 390 


O dread that vile, ill-fated Place, 
Where many. a Wit has ſhewn his Face | 


Where Eggs, and nous, I Dogs, 
and Cats, 

Corrupted Fruit, and ! Sprats, 

Fly in perpetual Vollies round, 395 


© And- ſometimes ſtain, and ſometimes 


wound: - 


Rather, O rather] ſound your Lays; 
In our laborious St—m—n's Praiſe ;. | 
Nor longer aim, with Wit to bite, 


But grateful Panegyricks write; 400 


D In 


l 
In flatt ring Strains employ your Muſe, 
And for each Fault find an Excuſe; * 
Thus ſhall you gain a juſt Renown, 


And Penfions ſhall ee Labours crown, 


Penſions Confuſion ! name them not, 
405 

To flatter |—I abhor the Thou ght! EN 

Truth, naked Truth is my Delight, 


I ſcorn to flatter when I write! 


Write Panegyricks ! glorious Scheme ! 

On whom ?—for what ? —or in whoſe 
Name? 410 

Can you believe I am ſo baſe, 

At Truth's Expence to publiſh Praiſe? 


Or that, with mercenary View, 


I could mean Falſehood's Paths purſue ? 


No, no, miſtake me not, - nor think 415 
The P-——y can make me ſhrink ; 


Tm conſcious of no faulty Deed, ' 


To make me bluſh or hide my Head : 


Is it a Crime to ſatyrize, 


Our St—m—n infamous for Vice ? 420 


Have 


ö 


1271 . 
Have they more Sanction to tranſgreſt, 
Than any of the meaneſt Claſs? 
Muſt their corrupt A——=n n 


- . Paſs on without Examination? 


. .Muft I from cenſuring forbear, 425 
Becauſe the Subject; is aP? 
Can Privy C—=rs ezped, ....i-. - 
That Satire will their Pow r reſpect? 
No, no, their Actions are ſo baſe, 
They merit nothing but Diſgrace: 430 
Truth is the Word hence Dangers fly, 
For Truth I could a Martyr die! 


B. A Coward when no Danger s near, 


Exclaims againſt; and bullies Fear; 

With Irony pretends to mock, _ 435 
And ſeems to have an Heart of Oak; 
But he no ſooner Danger ſpies, 
Than his intrepid Courage flies; 
His Threats, his Caſtles in the Air, 
Expire at once and diſappear : 3 
such is (my Friend) your preſent Cale, 
Tf Similes alike, take Place.  -. 


* 
1 


4 | 
— 
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[ 28] 
_ 3 Once more let me your Maſe intreat, 
. To ſing che Praiſes of the Great. 


A. Vain is the W which you rt 44 3 
For Praiſe on them would be Burleſque Z 
Their Crimes and Blunders are ſo great, 
Satire alone can them relate, 
The Wit moſt poignant, Parts moſt bright, 
n on 'by HA, Da. and Spite 


450 


Can ſearee find Words to repreſent, ** | 
The Failings of our G=n==t ; © © 
Or paint in Colours, . ſtrong and fair, 
That Country is their ſmalleſt Care. 


. © Such Pow' r on Viktue doth attend, 455 
= We That of a Foe i it makes a Friend 
But Vice, the Bane of ev ry State, 1 
Of F riends, will Enemies create; b 
A noble, gen rous, ſoul « can claim, 


Bages ed. Love, Efteem and F ame; 
460 
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But vile Opiate ev 15 where, 
- Breeds Hate, Den. and mad Deſpair; 
| Beck, 


( 29] 
Each Mortal has an equal Right, 
For Life and Liderty to Fight: 
85 2 ſtrive againſt Oppretſion's 8 Wha 


405 


Nor fink beneath his rigid” Fate; 3 


Then why thayla we expreſs Surprize, | 
Tho Tnditns do againſt us riſe! 
Or that they with a barb'rous Rage, 3 
| uf _ and young, and middle Age! = 
+... 
Self.preſervition” relgneth there, 
The ſame as here, or any where; .. : 
Hence is it not 'gainſt common Senſe, A 
| To blame them, for their own Defence * 


What Means were taken to procure, 475 4 
A Friendſhip laſting and ſecure? J 
Or did we uſe thoſe Indians — 1 
Who now againſt us do rebel ? ws 20g 3 ö 
No, no, we ſlighted each Advance, : 1 

So in n Deſpair they Joined with France. _ 


A raſh hot-headed Man deftroy'd, — 
Th' Advantages we might enjoy d; 


[30] 


And by a cruel Declaration, Wu 
Increas'd their Rage againſt our Nation 
How often has it been averr'd, 485 


. By thoſe who have the Sentence heard, 
© That 34 ſwore 1 in angry Tone, 
He would Maſſacre ev'ry one. 


Thus by a Blunder of the St, 
We have incurred the Indians Hate. 499 | 


B. = 3 of the try is files - 


For B——& was the only Cauſe. 


X 


A. Why aid they ſend a Man too brave, 


, Too raſh, with Conduct to behave an 

A Man who never had before, 49 5 
Such Power or ſuch Commiſſions bore, 
'Th' important Truſt his Spirits rais'd, 
He thought his Valour would be prais d z 
And with a ſelf-ſufficient Rage, 
On Terms uneven did engage; 5oo 
* He was too eager to excel, 


And by his own Miſcondyd fell. 5 


How 


3 


But if our St- 
To Truth, becauſe a Frenchman ſaid it; 
Why did they truſt a falſe Report, 515 


We. 


1. 


How A5 did our ene view 


The Schemes which France did laſt per- 
ſue. | 


. How unconcern'dly they. looked on, 505 


We Fleets here failing from Toulon ! 
What prudent Meaſures did they take, 
To fave M- from Attack? * 
With what a./eeming Ignorance, | 
Did they deln th' Intrigues of France 


510 


How * did they behold” em, 
Nor would believe what Frenchmen told 
em 


n won't give Credit 


And ſpread it purpoſely at C-—t ? 
I mean that Bugbear, the Invaſion, 
With which they fo alarmed the Nation; 
Full well they knew, that theſe d—n d 


Lies, 
Would ſerve: to make us grant Supplies; 
es e 4-9 520 
Which 
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_ 
Which got, (if I remember right) * 
The dread Invaſion vaniſh'd quite.” 
Thus palm'd upon by worthleſs Men, 
Who can from Cenſuring refrain? 
-  Aﬀer the French had left Toulon, 52g 


With Forces to beſiege Mahon ; + 
Then did our careful St—m—n ſend, 
A Fleet inferior to defend, i 
That Place of ſuch Importance made 
The Refuge of our Levant Trade. 530 
Can Bravery alone preſide, 
And in the Chance of War decide? 
Why did not they ſend out a Fleet, 
That could not fail our Foes to beat ? 
Had we not Ships enough in pay, 53 5 
That in our Ports at Anchor lay? 
Why do we boaſt ourſelves to be 
The dreaded Maſters of the Sea ? 
Why does the naval Force of ours, 
Exceed the whole maritime Pow'rs? 546 
And yet (amazing to relate I) 
Inſtead of beating we are beat ! 
The mo is plain, none can excuſe it, 
If we have Force, why don't we uſe it? 
How 


"T1 


How cunningly have they govern'd!! 545 
How little have they been concern'd! 
When Britain's Honour lay' at Stake, 
What we Precautions did they take 
Th' Effect, the Cauſe itſelf explains, 

No Wiſdom lodges in their Brains, 5 50 
Their wretched Conduct and Direction, 
Can never bear a ſtrict Inſpection: 

The Inconſiſtence of their Schemes, 
Their Incapacity proclaims : 

What baſeleſs Projects have they made, 
| 5 555 
Schemes that have neither Tail nor Head! 
Schemes that would puzzle Macbiavel, 
Before he could their Meaning tell! 
Strange ! that ſuch Ignorance profound 
Should in our Miniſters abound! 560 
What greater Proof can be expected, 
That our Affairs have been neglected, 
Than the late Inſtance of Diſprace, 

That is entailed upon our Race? 
Bluſh ! bluſh ye Britons ! to behold 565 
The curs'd Effect of G G=— 
E See 


88 
i -.* 
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See, how that Fortreſs is betrayed, 

That did protect our Levant Trade; 
Abandon'd ! left without Defence, 

An eaſy Prey to haughty Francel 570 
Poſterity will bluſh with Shame, 
And 'gainſt the CowardgB exclaim ; 
Revere the brave old Bla#ney's Name, 
And raiſe fair Trophies to his Fame. 


How juſtly may the World diſdain, 575 
A Nation guided by ſuch Men! 
How mean and filly's our Appearance, 
By what it was ſcarce fifty Years hence! 
Then was the Time our Fame was rais'd, 
Then were we by all Nations prais'd z 580 
Then did we curb the Inſolence, 

Of haughty and aſpiring France, 

Then did our Arms with Succeſs meet, 
"Twas then our Enemies we beat; 

But now (ye Gods!) how are we chang'd! 
£8 585 


How amply are our Foes reveng'd ! 
| How have we loſt our ancient Fame 


And how conſpicuous is our Shame 
LG What 
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What can our M—rs invent, 

To palliate their Miſmanagement ? 590 
Or what Excuſes can they frame, 

To free chemſelves of conſcious Blame ? 
Dare they expect their beſt Defence, 


Can e re impoſt on B—b Senſe? 
Or can they hope this injur'd Nation, 595 


Will prion Malad—n ? 


No, no, if Juſtice has its Courſe, 


Excuſes are of little Force. 


* 
* 


What horrid Crimes have they committed, 
That no Excuſe can be admitted? 600 
Or have their Blunders been fo great; 
To run them down at ſuch a Rate? 
Muſt they reſponfible be made, , 


If Orders have not been obeyd? 


Or if Succeſs hath not attended 605 


Our Arms, muſt they be reprehended ? 


Can they the Chance of War decide? 
= they gainſt adverſe Fate provide? 
Or muſt our St—m—a Con rors be, 
Tol into „ Ton ο , 10 


„ 
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( 36 ] 

Muſt they, when Schemes are firſt pro- 
' jected, 

Know what Succeſs may be expected? 
Muſt they, as Romans did of old, | 
Each ſecret Myſtery upfold ; 

And e're a Scheme is ſet about, 615 
By Omens find its Succeſs out ? 585 
Hard Fate, that Men of high Degree, 
Should be the Butt of Calumny! 


A. Such weak Objections have no Weight, 


They only ſerve to raiſe Debate ; 620 


Mlethinks their Blunders are ſo plain, 


Dalneſs itfelf could them explain. 
What numerous Inſtances have been 
How many more are daily ſeen ! 
That might convince the greateſt Fool, 62 5 
Our St—m—n know not how to Rule. 
But if their Flatt'rers ſtill inſiſt, 
That 207% r St—m—n don't exiſt : 
It will appear from Logick's Rules, 
They're — by —-to paſs for Fo—ls: 630 
For ſure, no State was ever rul'd, 

By Men who 22 ſo badly ſchool'd. 


T hank 
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Thank God ſome Patriots yet remain, 
Who baſe Proceedings do diſdain ; 

Who ev'ry Faculty exert, 635 
And have their Country's Good at Heart: 
A Man like P—f gains more Renown, 
Than twenty Flatt'rers of the C 
A T—'s Worth, a B- -s Spirit, 

Can balance fifty St—m—ns Merit. 640 
E t and ; OR ] worthy Friends, 
Will ſtill oppoſe their corrupt Ends. 


O Dulneſs ! Cauſe of all our Woes ! 
Thou Friend to our invet'rate Foes ! 
Thou Offspring of the hideous Owl! 645 
Thou Lump of Clay without a Soul! 
Thou lifeleſs Being, void of Senſe, ' 
Sprung from the Brain of Ignorance ! 
Theu Mother of Perplexity, -- - 

And tedious dull Prolixity ! 650 
Thou Sifter of blind Superſtition, 
Thou Foe to Haſte and Expedition! 
What horrid Blunders haſt thou made! 


What Stupefaction haſt thou ſpread ! 


How 


[38] 
How haſt thou chill'd each St—m—n's 
Senſe, 655 

Into a languid Indolence ! 

Dry'd up the Moiſture of Invention, 

And fill'd their Minds with Inatteation ! 

Put in their Brains a lagge Infuſion, 

Of Incoherence and Confuſion! 660 

Relax'd thoſe Fibres which contain, 

The Strength of every human Brain ; 

Where Fancy, Genius, Wit and Senſe 

Take up their uſual Reſidence ! 

How juſtly may this Nation curſe 665 
Thy drowſy Maxim's hated Courſe ! 

With how much Reaſon may we ſay, 

Thy Principles do us betray ! 

Since St—m—n influenced by thee, 

B—t—y us to our Enemy 670 

How ill they know the ruling Trade! 

How ſhallow ev'ry Scheme they've made! 

How void of Reaſon and Conſiſtence 

How full of Wretchedneſs and Nonſenſe! 

How weak their Skill and Penetration! 67 5 

Ho ill their Plots become their Station 

Is too conſpicuous to their Shame ; 

And Detrimental to their Fame. 


B. I ſee Perſwaſion is in vain, 


And all Advice is thrown away, 695 


= : 
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And ſhall thoſe — s who have fold, 
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Some for leſs Crimes have ſeen the Tow'r, 
And fall'n beneath a ——'s Pow'r; 680 
Others with —— —— have ſwung, 


Who never did their Country Wrong: 


Our Country's Sauſe for . G— 4 
Remain unpaniſh'd, unchaſtiz'd, 683 „ 
For all the Crimes they have practis d | 
No, no, let Juſtice wave her Sword, 
And cruſh thoſe — ſo abhorr'd ! 


Sum up each eaſing I've nam 1 | 
And frankly own, I can't be blam'd, 690 * 


If I employ a cens' ring Muſe, 
The Tricks of St—m—n to abuſe. 


Your heedleſs Fancy to reſtrain 


7 


On one who never will obey.—— 


Adieu my Friend, I muſt retire 
To muſter my Poetick Fire; 
And all my Genius to diſpla x. 
In Writing of my firſt OS | - be 


Fr NIA 
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